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INTRODUCTION 

The Clee Hills in south Shropshire are made up of 

some 1100 metres of sedimentary rocks of the Old 

Red Sandstone, topped by thin representatives of 

marine Lower Carboniferous rocks and Upper 

Carboniferous Coal Measures with intrusive 

dolerites. 

The excursion will examine landforms and 

exposures of rocks typifying this part of the 

stratigraphic sequence (age 310-420 Ma). 

The leader guided the group through a carefully 

selected choice of exposures, from the dolerite 

capping the hilltops with well developed columnar 

basalt, through the Cornbrook Sandstone to the 

Carboniferous Limestone near the bottom of the 

sequence, where many of the group collected 

characteristic fossils. 

Over lunchtime the clear weather revealed the 

wonderful view to the south and west for tens of 

miles. In the far distance the Cotswolds and 

probably May Hill were tentatively identified. The 

Malvern Hills and Black Mountains could both be 

dearly seen together with all the intervening 

country reflecting its underlying geology. 

After lunch the leader took the group up to the 

Kinlet Sandstone to see plant remains in 

sandstones associated with the Coal Measures, and 

more spectacular views. Then on to Brown Clee 

where different formations were clearly reflected 

in the topography and shown to be very different 

in outcrop. From here there was yet another good 

view across rich Devonian lowlands to the Silurian 

hills in the west, looking up the dip slope of 

Wenlock Edge. 

The leader distributed a detailed sheet 

portraying the stratigraphy (Figure 1; © David 

Gossage 1993). 
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Disclaimer - The information contained in this account 

has been prepared from notes taken during the field 

meeting. Its sole aim is to provide a record of what was 

seen and provide an insight into the diversity of geology 

outcropping in the Clee Hills. It should not be used for 

any other purpose or construed as permission or an 

invitation to visit the sites or localities mentioned. 
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