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stone in Shropshire, can be shaped to form ashlar, 
and is in reasonably close proximity to river (and 
later rail) facilitating transport, particularly with 
the coming of the railways in the mid 19th century. 

Both pale grey Grinshill and red Permo-Triassic 
stones can be seen together in some Shrewsbury 
buildings, for instance St Julian’s church (Figure 
54), but more recently construction has favoured 
the more durable Grinshill Stone (Figures 56 to 
58). This has a pleasant pale colour and often 
shows a network of thin veins of barytes (Figures 
59 and 60). 

 

Figure 47.  Bright orange/red appearance of the gatehouse 
at Dudmaston, built out of Permian Bridgnorth Sandstone 
© Copyright 2007 Andrew Jenkinson. 
 

Figure 48.  Comparatively weak resistance to erosion of 
Bridgnorth Sandstone (compared to mortar) is illustrated 
on the Dudmaston gatehouse © Copyright 2007 Andrew 
Jenkinson. 
 

 
Figure 49.  Geological map of Shropshire showing the 
outcrop of Permo-Triassic sandstones and the location of 
Grinshill © Copyright 2006 Peter Toghill 
 

Figure 50.  Red Permo-Triassic sandstone used for All 
Saints Church at Grinshill © Copyright 2007 Andrew 
Jenkinson. 
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Figure 51.  Steps leading to a dwelling carved into the red 
Permo-Triassic sandstone at Nesscliffe © Copyright 2007 
Andrew Jenkinson. 

 
Figure 52.  Red Permo-Triassic sandstone used for the 
castle keep and balustrades at Shrewsbury © Copyright 
2007 Andrew Jenkinson. 

 
Figure 53.  Both pale grey Grinshill and red Permo-
Triassic seen together in the church boundary wall on the 
corner of Old St Chad's churchyard, on Belmont, 
Shrewsbury © Copyright 2007 Andrew Jenkinson.  

 
Figure 54.  Both pale grey Grinshill (above) and red 
Permo-Triassic stones (below) can be seen in the tower of 
St Julian’s church, Fish Street, Shrewsbury © Copyright 
2007 Andrew Jenkinson. 
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Figure 55.  Predominantly pale grey sandstone in the main 
face of Grinshill Quarry © Copyright 2007 Andrew 
Jenkinson. 
 

Figure 56.  Market Hall, Shrewsbury, built of Grinshill 
Stone © Copyright 2007 Andrew Jenkinson. 
 

Figure 57.  Former Shrewsbury School building, now the 
library, built of Grinshill Stone © Copyright 2007 
Andrew Jenkinson. 
 

Figure 58.  Main railway station, Shrewsbury, built of 
Grinshill Stone © Copyright 2007 Andrew Jenkinson. 
 



 A. JENKINSON  
 

 

Proceedings of the Shropshire Geological Society, 13, 33−48 48 © 2008 Shropshire Geological Society
 

 
Figure 59.  Close up of the Grinshill Stone used for the 
Butter Cross, Ludlow © Copyright 2007 M Rosenbaum. 
 

 
Figure 60.  Close up of Grinshill Stone used at the Market 
Hall, Shrewsbury, revealing characteristic (diagonal) 
veins of barytes © Copyright 2007 Andrew Jenkinson. 
 

 
Figure 61.  Not all buildings have employed stone in a 
manner sympathetic to the architectural style! © 
Copyright 2007 Andrew Jenkinson. 

CONCLUSIONS 
Vernacular buildings across Shropshire reflect the 
underlying geology. Until recently their 
importance for conserving the degree of 
distinctiveness in the restoration of stone buildings 
has not been widely recognised, a situation which 
is now being rectified by increased public 
awareness and changes to the planning regime. 

Some distinctive lithologies have a very 
restricted outcrop, yielding building stones for 
local use which may be the sole source of (local) 
supply, reflecting close proximity to the quarries 
and yielding the most accessible exposures today. 
Examples include Alberbury Breccia, Acton Scott 
Limestone, the Pentamerus Sandstone of Norbury, 
amongst others. These are the stones which give 
local distinctiveness to individual villages or 
estates. But others are equally effective at 
reflecting the local geology, from the red Keele 
Beds sandstone of Alveley to the pale grey 
Silurian limestone of Wenlock. 
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