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The remarkable variety of rock within Shropshire spans 700 million years of Earth history, dominated by southern 

Britain's position near to plate boundaries through most of late Precambrian and Phanerozoic time. Associated 

plate tectonic processes have led to significant breaks in deposition, uplift and disturbance, thereby splitting the 

geological sequence apart with a series of major unconformities. 
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BACKGROUND 

This is not the place to provide a detailed 

description of the geology of Shropshire per se, for 

which the reader is referred to Peter Toghill’s 

Geology of Shropshire (2006), thereby to benefit 

from the author’s detailed knowledge of the local 

geology. 

The landscape of Shropshire is underlain by a 

rock sequence of remarkable variety, covering 700 

million years of Earth history. This has primarily 

resulted from the interplay of three main factors: 

(1) erosion and faulting which have produced a 

very complex outcrop pattern; (2) southern 

Britain's position near to plate boundaries through 

most of late Precambrian and Phanerozoic time; 

and, most importantly, (3) the incredible 12,000 

km, 500 million year, journey of southern Britain 

across the Earth's surface from the southern 

hemisphere to the northern, caused by plate 

tectonic processes (Toghill, 2008). 

At Siccar Point, James Hutton was able to 

deduce how the age of Earth had to be much older 

than that estimated at the time (about 6000 years). 

Hutton (1795) observed two distinct layers of 

sedimentary rock (Figures 1 and 2). These layers 

were almost at right angles to each other and did 

not appear to conform to the regular superposition 

pattern (a younger horizontal layer lying on top of 

another, older, one). However, it was to be 

Jameson who would first refer to such a contact 

between the layers as an unconformity (Jameson, 

1805). 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Figure 1.  The classic unconformity at Siccar Point, 

Berwickshire, first described by Hutton in 1795. View from 

the south showing thick, red, gently dipping beds of Middle 

Old Red Sandstone overlying steeply dipping Silurian 

(Wenlock) greywackes. © Peter Toghill 2011. 

 

 
Figure 2.  Close up view of the classic unconformity at Siccar 

Point showing a thin cover of  Middle Old Red Sandstone 

overlying steeply dipping Silurian (Wenlock)greywackes, 

these two sequences now believed to be separated by a time 

gap of some 30 million years. © Landform Slides 2000. 
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An unconformity implies that: 

1. a sequence of sedimentary rocks was 

originally deposited horizontally; 

2. the sequence was then tilted and brought to 

the surface (on land) or the sea bed; 

3. the sequence was subsequently eroded and 

the landscape flattened; 

4. the area was then covered by the deposits of 

wind, rivers, glaciers, lakes or sea, and a 

new sequence was deposited on top of 

the earlier beds, above the erosion 

surface. 

TYPES OF UNCONFORMITY 

An unconformity is the physical manifestation of a 

substantial time gap or break within a rock 

sequence. This time gap might represent either a 

very short interval or a very long interval. 

Dunbar & Rodgers (1957) defined an 

unconformity as “a temporal break in a 

stratigraphic sequence resulting from a change in 

regime that caused deposition to cease for a 

considerable span of time. It normally implies 

uplift and erosion with the loss of some of the 

previously formed record” (Figure 3). 

 

 
Figure 3.  Diagrammatic view of how unconformities can be 

created by sediment deposition followed by uplift and 

erosion, and then renewed sediment deposition (after Dunbar 

& Rodgers, 1957). 

 

Four types of unconformity can be recognised 

falling within such a definition (Figure 4): 

1. Angular unconformity; 

2. Disconformity; 

3. Nonconformity; 

4. Paraconformity. 

 

An angular unconformity occurs where the two 

sets of strata are orientated at an angle to each 

other, as at Siccar Point. 

A disconformity is when the strata above and 

below the unconformity are parallel (have the 

same dip); usually such an unconformity develops 

as a result of erosion, for instance by a drop in sea 

level that would expose sediments to erosion 

followed by a later rise in sea level that would 

cause sedimentation to start again. The erosion 

surface represents a break in sedimentation, i.e. a 

time gap. 

A nonconformity occurs when layered 

sediments overlie an exposed and eroded 

crystalline basement, usually of igneous or 

metamorphic rock. This implies that the older 

rocks were metamorphosed, generally during plate 

collision, or were intruded by large plutons of 

igneous rock. These were then exposed at the 

surface and eroded, subsequently being covered in 

sediments. 

A paraconformity does not require erosion but 

can arise if the rate of sedimentation becomes very 

small so that there is no sedimentary record for that 

time interval. Again, this represents a gap in time, 

and evidence may well include a concentration of 

fossil species along the unconformable surface, 

lacking dilution with sediment, i.e. a condensed 

sequence. 

Unconformities, notably of the angular type, 

can be recognised on a geological map by the 

occurrence of triple contacts, where the contact by 

one stratigraphic unit (the younger) straddles the 

contact between another two. The base of the 

Permian around Oswestry (top left of Figure 5) 

clearly reveals the Permian succession to be lying 

with such an angular unconformity upon the 

Carboniferous and older beds beneath. 
 

 
Figure 4.  The four main types of unconformity (after 

Tomkeieff, 1962). 
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SHROPSHIRE 

The landscape of Shropshire is underlain by a rock 

sequence containing representatives of ten of the 

twelve recognised periods of geological time (12 

out of 14 if the Tertiary is subdivided into two 

periods and the Ediacaran of the uppermost 

Precambrian is included too). These are clearly 

revealed in the stratigraphic column for the County 

(Figure 6). 

 

 
Figure 5.  Geological map of Shropshire. Only the major 

stratigraphic units and faults are shown. Most information 

based on British Geological Survey 1:250,000 Series 

Map, Solid Geology, Mid-Wales and Marches, 1990, by 

permission of the British Geological Survey, copyright 

permit IPR/51-03C. 

 

 
Figure 6.  Sequence of sedimentary and volcanic rocks in 

Shropshire (the “stratigraphic column”) and main periods 

of earth movements. Intrusive igneous rocks not shown. 

© Copyright 2006 Peter Toghill. 

 

The oldest rocks outcropping in Shropshire are late 

Precambrian: metamorphic Rushton Schist (667 

Ma), Uriconian 566 Ma) (Figure 7) followed by a 

great thickness (some 3,000 m) of Longmyndian 

sediments (556-567 Ma), the latter two included 

within the recently defined Ediacaran Period. 

Although the contacts between them are not 

exposed, their disparity in origin and varying 

degrees of tectonic disturbance mean that each is 

almost certainly separated from the others by 

unconformities. 
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Within the Longmyndian are two main groups: 

the more widely spread Wentnor overlying the 

more restricted Stretton, now thought to be 

conformable and their differences accounted for by 

facies related to evolution in an island arc setting 

close to a converging plate boundary. The marine 

basin rapidly shallowed so that the early 

Longmyndian fine grained marine and 

deltaic/fluvial sequence (the Stretton Group) is 

followed, without an unconformity, by the coarse 

grained fluvial Wentnor Group. 

Extensive lateral displacement took place as the 

region was split apart around 600 million years 

ago to form a marginal basin bounded by faults 

now called the Welsh Borderland Fault System. 

The most well known of these faults, the Church 

Stretton Fault, together with its partner further 

west, the Pontesford-Linley fault, would have a 

profound effect on Shropshire geology for nearly 

500 million years (Figure 8). 

 

 
Figure 7.  Late Precambrian plate tectonics. Formation of 

Rushton Schists and Primrose Hill Gneisses and Schists, 

and formation of pull-apart marginal basin bounded by 

the Welsh Borderland Fault System including the Church 

Stretton and Pontesford-Linley Faults. © Copyright 2006 

Peter Toghill. 

 

 
Figure 8.  Late Precambrian Welsh Borderland Marginal 

Basin showing formation of Uriconian Volcanics and 

Longmyndian Supergroup. The late Uriconian and early 

Longmyndian (Stretton Group) are probably of the same 

age. © Copyright 2011 Peter Toghill. 

 

The sequence is clearly somewhat complex, for 

example the coarse Stanbatch Conglomerate found 

on the Longmynd is derived from eroded volcanics 

and here there is no unconformity, but on 

Willstone Hill the contact between Uriconian 

rhyolites and the Wentnor conglomerates is 

possibly unconformable (Figure 9). 

 

 
Figure 9.  The Battlestones. A Uriconian rhyolitic crag at 

the northern end of Willstone Hill unconformably 

overlain (towards the left) by an extensive bed of 

Wentnor Conglomerate. © Copyright 2011 Peter Toghill. 
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A major marine transgression following further 

widening of the Iapetus Ocean marked the start of 

the Cambrian period (542 Ma to 495 Ma), with a 

major unconformity below shallow water 

quartzites and sandstones. These formed over the 

Welsh Marches and are now exposed around the 

Wrekin (Figures 10 and 11). Fossil evidence 

suggests that sedimentation did not commence 

until ca. 535 Ma. 

There is a minor unconformity between the St 

David's Series (middle Cambrian) and the 

Caerfai/Comley Series (Lower Cambrian), and the 

late Cambrian Merioneth Series is only thinly 

developed with 30 m of sediments equating to 

3000 m in the Harlech Dome. 
 

Figure 10.  Unconformity (strictly: a non-conformity) at 

Ercall Quarries (centre of view, dipping to the right). The 

Cambrian Wrekin Quartzite is dipping steeply south-east 

(to the right) resting unconformably on pink late 

Precambrian Ercall Granophyre. © Copyright 2011 Peter 

Toghill. 

 

 
Figure 11.  Ripple-marked bedding plane in Wrekin 

Quartzite, Ercall Quarries (close up view centre right of 

Figure 10). © Copyright 2006 Peter Toghill. 

 

The Cambrian through into the Ordovician saw a 

steady evolution of trilobites (Figures 12 and 13) 

during which sedimentation continued in 

Shropshire, without significant breaks, into the 

Tremadoc (Lower Ordovician). Later in the 

Ordovician (495 to 443 Ma) the Iapetus Ocean 

started to close as the Avalonian microcontinent 

split away from Gondwana and moved northward, 

"pushed" by the spreading Rheic ocean to the 

south. 

 

 
Figure 12.  Evolution of trilobites through the Cambrian. 

© Copyright 2011 Peter Toghill. 

 

 
Figure 13.  Evolution of trilobites and graptolites through 

the Ordovician. © Copyright 2011 Peter Toghill. 
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The early Ordovician (Tremadoc) mud blanket 

which had encroached over the whole area was 

followed by a rapid regression of the sea west of 

the Pontesford-Linley fault, so that Arenig to 

Llanvirn epoch sequences, amounting to 4,000 m 

including the famous Stiperstones Quartzite and 

volcanic lavas and ashes, only occur west of the 

fault (Figure 14). The stages of evolution of this 

sequence and the creation of the various 

unconformities is illustrated in Figure 15. 

 

 
Figure 14.  Contrasting Ordovician sequences in the 

Shelve and Caradoc areas, west and east of the 

Pontesford-Linley Fault. Pontesford area also shown. 

WVF, Whittery Volcanics Formation; WSF, Whittery 

Shale Formation; HASF, Hagley Shale Formation; 

HAVF, Hagley Volcanics Formation; ASF, Aldress Shale 

Formation; SWSF, Spywood Sandstone Formation; RSF, 

Rorrington Shales Formation; MF, Meadowtown 

Formation; BSF, Betton Shales Formation; WFF, Weston 

Flags Formation; HSF, Hope Shale Formation; SVM, 

Stapeley Volcanics Member; HVM, Hyssington 

Volcanics Member; MFF, Mytton Flags Formation; SQF, 

Stiperstones Quartzite Formation; SHSF, Shineton Shales 

Formation; LO, Longmyndian; U, Uriconian; POS, 

Pontesford Shales; OS, Onny Shales; ASG, Acton Scott 

Group; CLF, Cheney Longville Flags; AL, alternata 

Limestones; CS, Chatwall Sandstone; HS, Harnage 

Shales; SWB, Smeathen Wood Beds; HEG, Hoard Edge 

Grit; CB, Coston Beds; TR, Tremadoc; CA, Cambrian. © 

Copyright 2011 Peter Toghill. 

 

 
Figure 15.  Ordovician transgressions and regressions 

across the Pontesford-Linley and Church Stretton Faults. 

© Copyright 2011 Peter Toghill. 

 

A major transgression eastwards occurred at the 

start of the Caradoc epoch with the famous  sub-

Caradoc unconformity forming east of the 

Pontesford-Linley Fault. Areas immediately east 

of the fault show a possible exposed sub-Caradoc 

“lumpy landscape” (Figure 16). 

The unconformity is exposed in a roadside 

cutting at Hope Bowdler, where Caradoc Harnage 

Shale overlies Precambrian Uriconian (Figures 17 

and 18). Wind-facetted pebbles in the Hoar Edge 

Grit suggest the sea spread over a desert landscape. 

The deep extent of weathering into the 

landscape is also well seen within the Onny Valley 

where the basal Ordovician Hoar Edge Grit 

overlies deeply weathered Wentnor Group 

Bayston Hill sediments (Figure 19). 
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Figure 16.  The exhumed, possibly sub-Caradoc, 

landscape ("lumpy landscape") in the western Longmynd 

immediately east of the Pontesford-Linley fault. © 

Copyright 2011 Peter Toghill. 

 

 
Figure 17.  Angular unconformity exposed in a roadside 

cutting at Hope Bowdler, where Caradoc Harnage Shale 

overlies Precambrian Uriconian. © Copyright 2011 Peter 

Toghill. 

 

 
Figure 18.  Close-up view of Figure 17. © Copyright 

2011 Peter Toghill. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Figure 19.  Old quarry in the Onny Valley where the basal 

Ordovician Hoar Edge Grit overlies deeply weathered 

Wentnor Group Bayston Hill sediment. © Copyright 2011 

Peter Toghill. 

 

Indeed, the extensive erosion accompanying deep 

weathering seems to have planed the landscape, 

evidence for which can be seen at Hazler Hill 

(Figure 20). Here a deep Neptunean dyke cuts the 

corner of the quarry, comprising a fissure within 

Precambrian Uriconian basalt infilled with 

Ordovician Caradoc siltstones with shelly fossils 

of that age (Figure 21). 
 

 
Figure 20.  Neptunean dyke (centre right) in the shadow 

of the corner of an old quarry at Hazler Hill. This is 

infilled with Caradoc siltstone and cuts vertically through 

Uriconian basalt, which forms the bulk of the quarry. The 

top of the quarry corresponds to the pre-Caradoc 

landscape, i.e. the plane of unconformity. © Copyright 

2011 Peter Toghill. 
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Figure 21.  Close up view of the Neptunean dyke (centre, 

immediately right of the hammer) shown in Figure 20 

Hazler Hill. © Copyright 2011 Peter Toghill. 

 

A major regression in the Ashgill epoch caused by 

tectonic uplift, the Shelveian event, and amplified 

by falls in sea level caused by a northern 

Gondwana glaciation, meant that the sea retreated 

west into Wales during the late Ordovician. The 

only Ashgill age sediments in Shropshire occur in 

the far north west. 

Major folding, faulting and igneous activity 

during the Ashgill Shelveian event affected the 

Shelve area in particular. Much of the faulting was 

horizontal tear faulting with considerable 

displacements possible along the Pontesford- 

Linley fault, which may be a terrane boundary. 

The Shelve area may have been joined with Builth 

area during the Ordovician and then displaced 

north during the Shelveian event. 

This was followed by the Silurian period (443 

to 418 Ma), made famous by Murchison, which 

saw the Welsh Marches in the southern tropics, 

around 25 to 20 degrees south. The rising sea level 

caused a major marine transgression at the 

beginning of this period (the Llandovery) and the 

widespread deposition of a basal conglomerate 

over the unconformity (variously known by local 

names such as the Bog Quartzite and the 

Pentamerus Beds) (Figure 22), whose formation is 

shown in Figure 23. The sub-Llandovery erosion 

surface sloping up northwards from Norbury is 

well seen in Figure 24 looking west from the 

Longmynd. However, the angle of the 

unconformity is sometimes only very slight, just 

four degrees between the Silurian Purple Shales 

and Ordovician Onny Shales beneath within the 

Onny Valley (Figure 25). 

Unconformities at the base of the Silurian are 

widely distributed across Shropshire. One of the 

most dramatic outcrops at the south-western end of 

the Longmynd, where the Silurian sea lapped the 

hard exposed rocks of the late Precambrian, 

outcropping as a marine coastline. Indeed, some of 

the pillar-like shapes of the Precambrian are 

believed to be sea stacks, preserved by the Silurian 

sediment as it smothered the ancient coastline 

(Figure 26). The eastern side of the Longmynd 

near Church Stretton also reveals a buried pre-

Silurian landscape (Figure 27). 
 

 
Figure 22.  The varied fauna of the Bog Quartzite by the 

(now demolished) Miners Arms, next to the Bog Centre 

west of the Stiperstones ridge. © Copyright 2011 Peter 

Toghill. 
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Figure 23.  Development of the unconformity in 

Shropshire between the Ordovician and Silurian Systems. 

© Peter Toghill 2011. 

 

 

 

 
Figure 24.  View west towards Corndon Hill; the hamlet 

of Norbury is centre right. The sub-Llandovery erosion 

surface is shown sloping north,up to the right, from 

Norbury. © Peter Toghill 2011. 

 

 
Figure 25..  A river cliff within the Onny River revealing 

the gentle angle of unconformity between the Silurian 

Purple Shales and Ordovician Onny Shales beneath (just 

four degrees). This corresponds to the change in colour 

from grey (left) to brown (right), immediately left of the 

copyright text. © Copyright 2011 Peter Toghill. 

 

 
Figure 26.  Silurian sea stacks of Precambrian rock at the 

south-western end of the Longmynd. Basal Silurian 

sediments in the foreground. © Copyright 2011 Peter 

Toghill. 
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Figure 27.  The pre-Silurian landscape exhumed on the 

eastern flank of the Longmynd above Church Stretton, 

with the slope of the upper flanks of the hills being the 

same as the dip of the Silurian sediments outcropping 

within the town at the foot (within the trees). © Copyright 

2011 Peter Toghill. 

 

The early Silurian Llandovery transgression from 

the west produced shallow water sequences. This 

was followed by shallow water subtropical 

limestones with reefs (including the Much 

Wenlock Limestone), and shales, of the Wenlock 

and Ludlow epochs in the classic Wenlock Edge 

and Ludlow areas. The sequence passes westwards 

off the shelf into deeper water sediments (Figure 

28). 

 

 
Figure 28.  Changes in sedimentary sequences from shelf 

to basin in the Welsh Borders during the Silurian. The 

section shows the facies changes and disappearance of 

limestones from east to west across the Church Stretton 

Fault. After Dineley, 1960, Field Studies, 1, Fig. 9. 

 

At the end of the Silurian the Iapetus Ocean had 

almost closed, with southern and northern Britain 

finally joined by the time of the mid Devonian. 

The change from marine to non-marine,Lower Old 

Red Sandstone, sediments marked by the Ludlow 

Bone Bed in the late Silurian indicates uplift as the 

Caledonian Mountains were rising further north. 

The Acadian (Late Caledonian) orogeny, 

represented by the unconformity between the 

Lower and Upper Old Red Sandstone, was 

responsible for the folding that gave us the Ludlow 

Anticline and the dip of the Wenlock Limestone, 

giving rise to our most conspicuous topographical 

feature: Wenlock Edge. During the Devonian 

period (418 to 362 Ma) non-marine Old Red 

Sandstone sediments formed over the Welsh 

Marches. 

This was followed by a major unconformity as 

conditions returned to marine at the beginning of 

the Carboniferous (362 to 290 Ma). However, a 

landmass now separated two Carboniferous seas 

either side of St George’s Land, where the 

Carboniferous Limestone was laid down in two 

different provinces.In Shropshire the Titterstone 

Clee area lay in the southern province and early 

Dinantian Carboniferous Limestone overlies 

unconformably the Old Red Sandstone.North of St 

George's land in the Oswestry -Llanymynech area, 

the Carboniferous Limestone is late Dinantian and 

overlies tightly folded Ordovician and Silurian 

rocks with a major unconformity at its base. 

Throughout this time periodic episodes of the 

Variscan Orogeny left their mark, as with the 

faulting of the Coal Measures (Figure 29), together 

with a series of relatively minor unconformities 

representing periods when sedimentation was not 

possible or earlier sediments were eroded away. 

 

 
Figure 29.  Variscan faulting of Middle Coal Measures, 

Telford. © Copyright 2011 Peter Toghill. 

 

The result is a series of minor unconformities at 

the base of the Carboniferous Limestone, the 

Namurian and the Coal Measures. This is well 

seen in the Clee Hills, where Titterstone Clee 

shows each of these Carboniferous Series, but in 

Brown Clee the Coal Measures rest directly on Old 

Red Sandstone. In the East Shropshire Coalfield 

the Upper Coal Measures spread unconformably 

over an earlier Variscan landscape with a break 

that earlier geologists referred to as the Symon 

Fault. 
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One such site has historical interest: Pennyfold 

Lane in Llanymynech (Figure 30), which was 

visited by the young Charles Darwin as he 

accompanied Adam Sedgwick whilst learning 

more about field geology prior to embarking on his 

epic voyage on HMS Beagle. Here almost 

horizontal Carboniferous Limestone is resting on 

steeply dipping Ordovician rocks (Figure 31). 

Arid conditions set in during the late 

Carboniferous as Britain found itself in the arid 

heart of Pangaea, just north of the Equator. Desert 

sandstones covered the area during the Permian 

and Triassic periods (290 to 206 Ma). A major 

unconformity occurs at the base of the Permian 

well seen in the geological map of Shropshire 

(Figure 5) where, in the north west of the county, 

the basal Permian cuts across the already folded 

Carboniferous. 
 

 
Figure 30.  Pennyfold Lane in Llanymynech, which was 

visited by the young Charles Darwin as he accompanied 

Adam Sedgwick. The cutting exposes horizontal 

Carboniferous Limestone resting on steeply dipping 

Ordovician rocks. © Copyright 2011 Peter Toghill. 

 

 
Figure 31.  Bedding plane in steeply dipping Ordovician 

rocks within the cut face (just left of centre in Figure 29). 

© Copyright 2011 Peter Toghill. 

 

Following late Carboniferous uplift the 

Carboniferous Limestone was exposed and 

incorporated as eroded fragments in the basal 

Permian Alberbury Breccia. Elsewhere the basal 

Permian sand dunes spread across the landscape 

and rode over each other (Figure 32). The basal 

Triassic Kidderminster Conglomerate ( Figure 33) 

indicates river channels cutting down into Permian 

dune sandstones. 

During the late Triassic and the beginning of 

the Jurassic period marine conditions, with Britain 

around 35 degrees north, spread from the east to 

deposit clays and thin limestones. The early 

Jurassic Lias (ca. 200 Ma) is the youngest bedrock 

deposit now preserved in the Welsh Marches, 

around Prees in north Shropshire. We have no 

record of younger Jurassic or Cretaceous rocks but 

it is likely that Middle Jurassic rocks and the Chalk 

were deposited but have since been removed by 

erosion. 
 

 
Figure 32.  Bridgnorth Sandstone of Permian age, 

Bridgnorth. Exposure displays barchan sand dunes with 

prominent cross-bedding. © Copyright 2011 Peter 

Toghill. 

 

 
Figure 33.  Basal Triassic Kidderminster Conglomerate 

(Bunter Pebble Beds) at Bridgnorth. A river channel full 

of conglomerates cutting down into Permian dune 

sandstones. © Copyright 2011 Peter Toghill. 
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During the Tertiary period (65 to 2 Ma) 

Shropshire, now close to its present latitude, 

experienced uplift and erosion of great thicknesses 

of Mesozoic rocks, to expose a landscape not too 

dissimilar to today. The Tertiary erosion surface in 

mid-Wales is well seen in the distance in Figure 34 

with Cader Idris rising above it. 

The landscape, was extensively modified 

during the Quaternary Ice Ages and post glacial 

periods (2 Ma to present day). Although little 

primary glacial erosion took place, subglacial 

channels and proglacial lakes enabled river 

diversions and extensive sheets of glacial and 

fluvioglacial sediment were laid down. 

CONCLUDING REMARKS 

There are, perhaps, more major unconformities 

outcropping in Shropshire than anywhere else in 

the UK. 

 

 
Figure 34.  View west from the Longmynd showing, in the 

distance, the Tertiary erosion surface in mid-Wales with 

Cader Idris rising above it. © Copyright 2011 Peter Toghill. 

 

The frequency and extent of these breaks in the 

stratigraphic succession are a reflection of the 

location of Shropshire close to plate and terrane 

boundaries throughout Phanerozoic time, an 

integral part of the complex geological history of 

the region. 

Although not the easiest to identify, much of 

the northern and central part of Shropshire was 

glaciated during the Devensian. An idea of the 

maximum extent of glacial ice some 18,000 years 

ago is mimicked by fog banks in Figure 35. 

 

 
Figure 35.  View from the Longmynd across Stretton Valley 

towards Caer Caradoc and Hope Bowdler Hill, with The 

Lawley on the left. The level of the fog bank reflects the 

maximum extent, and height, of glacial ice during the 

Devensian. © 2011 Eric and Lesley Brown. 
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